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Keywords: youth, marriage, childbirth, delayed-marriage, never-marriage

A. Background

This research project is commissioned by the Ministry of the Interior, Executive
Yuan. The research areas include: (1) examining the influential factors of youth
marital attitude, (2) understanding the status of domestic youth marriage and
childbearing values and their attributes, and (3) proposing policies for increasing the
marital intention while slowing current trend of delayed-marriage, never-marriage and

never-childbirth on the basis of the analysis of the resutls.

B. Research Methodology
(A). Review of OECD reports and domestic marriage policies

The project tends to utilize the literature review and search for potential
factors leading to marriage and childbirth in OECD countries. Also, we look over
marriage policy and development in Taiwan.

(B). Focus group discussion

Both quantitative research and qualitative inquiry will be conducted
simultaneously. According to focus group discussion, the six experts were invited to
build structure of qualitative questionnaire. After the questionnaire survey, total of
13 participants are interviewed, and the interview data are transcribed and coded for
analysis. After further analysis and comparison, the essence of marriage phenomenon

and the significant factors to marriage and childbirth.
(C). Survey data collection and analysis

According to twenty-five items of two main dimensions, current policies and
innovative policies, the project devised a questionnaire for 2,009 target population to
understand youth viewpoints on friendly-marriage and childbirth policies for

providing practical policy recommendations.

C. Findings
(A). Results of survey data

More than 80% youth respondents agree with current policies of
preferential loan for newlywed homebuyers, rationalization of workplace
hours, daycare centers in workplace, the implementation of parental leave,
parental subsidies, and community babysitter system. Innovative policies which
are supported by more than 80% respondents are mitigate of pressure on
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motherhood for women, more responsibility for the childcare by men, discount
cards for families with many children, elders’ help of childcare.

(B). Difference analysis of marriage

For unmarried female youth, daycare centers in workplace and parental
subsidies are more favorable. While, unmarried male youth prefer to tax less
for more childbirth family and discount card for families with many children.
Comparatively, married youth respondents put emphasis on preferential loan
for newlywed homebuyers, daycare centers in workplace, and parental
subsidies. In a word, policy planning has to provide characteristic incentives for
youth with different circumstances for enhancing fertility efficiently.

(C). Analysis of focus group interview with youth people

The analysis of the public focus group discussions indicates that three
main problems must be solved for encouraging young people dare to get marry,
give birth and have more children. The problems are including (1) to help
youth face the economy difficulties, (2) to motive youth to marriage and
childbirth, (3) to help married young people overcome anti-incentives of
childbirth since busy timing and emotions.

D. Major Recommendations

For unmarried youth, friendly-marriage policies include: (1) loan for newlyweds
homebuyers, (2) recreational activities for singles, (3) creation of “checking your
public subsidies” website, (3) open access for public participation in innovative policy
proposal. Meanwhile, friendly-childbirth policies are to: (1) implement parental leave
and subsidy, (2) adopt child care service as part of social welfare, (3) rank the best
companies to work for, (4) produce high-quality idol dramas emphasized on
harmonious family, (5) provide honeymoon subsidy for newlyweds and trip subsidy
for married couples without child, (6) encourage graduate students to marry and get
birth, (7) tax less for more childbirth family, (8) give birth subsidy to multiparity, (9)
send discount cards for families with many children, (10) provide subsidy for families

with more children periodically.
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